
 

  REACHING THE EMBERA CHAMI 

 

Jesus saidéñThis gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole Jesus saidéñThis gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole 

world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will comeò world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will comeò   

Matthew 24:14Matthew 24:14  

Kevin and Christine Cunningham have served as missionaries in Pereira, Colombia since 2006.  After 

being called to foreign missions, they attended Trinity College of Ministry from 2002 through 2006 in 

preparation. They completed a Bachelor Degree in Biblical Studies with an emphasis in missions. The 

requirements for the missionôs tract included locating and researching an unreached people group and 

writing a five year comprehensive plan of finding and evangelizing them, ultimately planting a church in 

their community. Since they knew God was sending them to Colombia, South America, they began look-

ing for a group in the area where they would be stationed. They found through internet research of local 

Colombian newspapers, Operation World and the U.S. State Department Statistics a tribal group called 

the Embera ChamÍ. They live and farm in places surrounding the city where Kevin and Christine were 

being sent.   

On July 31, 2006, the Cunninghamôs left for Pereira, Colombia. Very soon after arriving 

to their destination, they began to ask the locals about where they could find the     

Embera Chami people. From descriptions and published photos, they recognized that 

the women and children they saw begging in the city streets were from this tribe of 

people. In an effort to pursue an understanding of their customs and beliefs they 

sought more information concerning them.     


